
  IItt  aallll  ccoommeess  ddoowwnn  ttoo  ……  

WWWWWWWWhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaatttttttt        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuu        bbbbbbbbeeeeeeeelllllllliiiiiiiieeeeeeeevvvvvvvveeeeeeee!!!!!!!!                
 

Did you know that there are 

people out there with limited 

education, resources, time and 

incredibly challenging 

circumstances yet who still 

achieve amazing things?  There 

are! Why is it then that there are 

many more people who are highly 

qualified, well resourced, have 

great support, with everything in 

their favour, and yet never 

achieve what they want?  

 

Not many people have heard of the name Samuel Pierpont Langley – I certainly 

hadn’t until recently. Samuel Pierpont Langley was an astronomer, physicist and 

wannabe aviator back in the 19th century who was in the pursuit of being the first 

man to invent the ‘flying machine’. He had, what we would assume to be, the 

perfect recipe for success. He was given $50,ooo by the war department to figure 

out this ‘flying machine’ - so money was no problem. He held a seat at Harvard 

University and worked at the Smithsonian Museum - so he was incredibly well 

connected and had access to all the great minds of the day. He hired the best 

minds that money could buy and the market conditions, at the time, were 

fantastic. The New York Times followed him around everywhere and everyone 

was rooting for Samuel Pierpont Langley. So how come we haven’t heard of him? 

 

A few hundred miles away in 

Dayton Ohio lived brothers 

Wilbur and Orville Wright. In 

contrast they had none of what 

we would consider as the 

ingredients for success. They had 

no money – they funded their 

dream with the proceeds from 

their bicycle shop. Not a single 

person on the Wright brothers 

team had a college education 

…not even Orville or Wilbur! The 

New York Times followed them 

around …nowhere!!  

 

So what was the difference and why did the Wright brothers achieve against 

tremendous odds to build a ‘flying machine’ when Samuel Pierpont Langley, with 

all the advantages, failed so dismally? The answer is belief! 

  

 

 



WWhheenn  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  iitt  tthheenn  yyoouu  wwiillll  sseeee  iitt!!  
Have you ever heard the saying, ‘I will believe it when I see it’? With all of his 

education, assistance, resourses and support Samuel Pierpont Langley still didn’t 

believe he could develop a ‘flying machine’. It was too hard, there were too many 

factors against him and his underlying belief and self-talk was  ‘if man were meant 

to fly, he would have wings’! The Wright brothers, on the other hand, believed 

they would fly – they didn’t know how, but they believed. The believed in it so 

hard, for so long and without any doubt or thought of giving up that eventually 

they saw their dream become reality. They believed it first and then they saw it! 

 

When we first believe we can achieve we will always find a way to make it 

happen. It doesn’t matter how difficult or even impossible something seems, if 

we first believe it can be done … we can then achieve it. How do I know this for 

100% certain? Because there is evidence of this everywhere we look. There are 

people, like the Wright brothers, who achieve things against seemingly 

insurmountable odds every single day. People overcome terminal diseases, 

people climb mountains where others have died, people who cannot spell write 

books, people create financial success with no credibility or qualifiations and so 

on. If others can do it … so can you! 

 

BBoorrrrooww  ssoommee  bbeelliieeff,,  ttoo  ssttaarrtt  wwiitthh,,  iiff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  …… 

Do you believe in yourself? Do you 

believe that you can have, do or be 

anything you want? Whatever you 

believe will come true – so isn’t it worth 

believing that ‘you can’ rather than ‘you 

can’t’? It was Henry Ford who said, 

‘Believe you can or believe you can’t … 

either way you are right’. If believing in 

yourself is a problem, as it was for me, 

then, to start, find someone who 

believes in you and borrow their belief. 

 

There is someone who believes in you, possibly way more than you believe in 

yourself. I know for me, there are things I have in my life now that I didn’t initially 

believe I could ever achieve. I first had to surround myself with people who 

believed in me and who told me so everyday. Parents, positive friends, coaches 

and mentors …they kept telling me over and over and over again. Eventually I 

started to believe in myself – but I had to borrow belief from them first. 

 

I then started taking small steps towards achievement. 

Just simple, basic actions that over time and consistent 

application lead me to habits that were starting to give 

me positive results. I started to trust myself and 

believe more and more that I could achieve anything I 

wanted. I started to see the results I was after …but I 

needed to understand that I first had to believe. 

 

What about you? What is stopping you from believing that you are amazing? What 

is stealing belief of your own incredible power? You can do, be and have anything 

you want. Just believe first, get to work and then - believe me - you will achieve it. 
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