
IItt’’ss  aallwwaayyss  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  ttoo  ……  

  JJuuddggee  yyoouurr  rreessuullttss!!  
 

 

 

 

Have you ever started on a project, goal 

or aspiration with passion and 

enthusiasm? Me too. Have you ever 

worked hard for days, weeks, months 

and even years, focused on this dream, 

and felt like you were getting no-

where? Me too. Have you ever felt like 

giving up, tossing it in and finding an 

easier option? Me too. Have you actually 

ever given up? Me too. What I’ve found, 

however, is that there is no easier 

option ... d’oh! The path we are on is the 

best one and the actions we are taking 

are the right ones. The error we are 

making is common ... we are simply 

judging our results too early.  

 

I love the story about the old man on his deathbed who calls his two sons in for 

the last time. He is a wealthy man and wants to give his sons a choice of how they 

receive their inheritance. The first option is an immediate $1,000,000 payment. 

The second option is a purse with a one cent coin in it ... the contents of the purse 

will double and continue to double each day for 31 days.  

 

The first son, being quite impetuous and greedy, chose the million dollars without 

too much consideration. The other son, a more emotionally intelligent and 

thoughtful man decided to take the purse with the one cent coin in it. The million 

dollar son laughed at his brother and ridiculed him for making, what seemed to 

him, an absurd choice. The father passed away that day and the sons went about 

their lives. 

 

In the next 31 days what happened to the two sons was incredible and polar 

opposites. The first son went out and bought a car, a house, travelled and lived a 

lavish lifestyle. After 31 days most of his million dollars was gone ... but he sure 

had fun spending it! 

 

The second son waited patiently as his one cent 

started to double. On day two, it was two cents, 

day three it was four cents and day four it was 

eights cents. After the first week he was starting to 

doubt his choice as the purse only contained 64 

cents. Then, after 2 weeks, he was sure he 

should’ve taken the million dollars as the contents 

of the purse was a mere $81.92. He was on the 

verge of giving up and trying to get the million 

dollars ... but he stuck it out. 

 



Over the first 21 days his brother was still laughing at him as his purse had got to 

only $10,486. In the few days that followed, the brother stopped laughing and 

starting regretting his initial decision. On day 28 the purse exploded to over one 

million dollars. On day 29 it was $2,684,355, on day 30 it was $5,368, 709 and 

finally on day 31 his purse now held well in excess of $10 million dollars! 

 

The power of compounding … only happens with time! 
Who could have possibly believed that one cent could turn into over $10 million in 

just one month … this called compounding and it works wonders in every area of 

our life. If we knew it and believed it we would have no problems working and 

waiting … would we? The challenge is that often we look at things, whilst in the 

process, and they don’t look anything like $10 million, so we incorrectly assume 

that we have made the wrong choice and that our path is the wrong one. Be very 

careful about this ill-considered decision. 

 

At some stage you’ve started an exercise and eating regime in the pursuit of 

better health & wellbeing haven’t you? Have you also given up at some point 

because it didn’t seem to be working? Let me give you some perspective on the 

power of the compounding effect of small, seemingly insignificant decisions 

made daily. 

 

This photo was taken at a CBD train station 

last year and what astounds me is the 

decision making of most people. They’re 

totally oblivious to the power of 

compounding. Walking up one single flight of 

stairs each day is a very simple thing to do 

and may seem to make no difference at all. It 

would be easy to judge results way too early, 

think there is no benefit and just take the 

escalator. Consider this … one flight, up and 

down, or 100 basic steps daily adds up to 

over 25,000 stair steps per year! Do you think 

that’d make a difference? It sure would … 

but would it make a $10 million difference? 

 

Maybe not, but what if, as a result of that patience & discipline, you got a little 

fitter, lost a bit of weight and felt a little better? Would you be more motivated to 

exercise more, eat better and drink more water? What if the habits you went on 

to develop, as a result of that seemingly pointless & insignificant decision, 

changed your wellbeing forever? Would that be worth more than $10 million to 

you? It sure would for me. That’s the power of compounding! 

 

In the pursuit of anything significant in your life you will come a point when you 

will question what you are doing. You will doubt the process and you may believe 

that you’re wasting your time …whether it’s writing your book, building your 

business, mending a damaged relationship or saving money. You may want to 

quit … we all do. Before you do, stop and think about compounding. Think about 

the benefits that will come directly and indirectly as a result of staying on the path 

you are on. Over the appropriate period of time your life will explode and create a 

$10,000,000 result … as long as you don’t judge your results too early.  
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