
TThhee  ggiirrll  iinn  ……  

TThhee  ggrreeeenn  ddrreessss!!  
 

 

This a wonderful true story I recently heard 

about a couple during World War II. There 

was a young American soldier about to be 

shipped off to Europe during WWII. Just 

before he was due to leave he went into a 

second-hand book store where he purchased 

a book of poetry. He loved this book … he 

loved the poetry and he was also very taken 

by what was written in the margin of the 

book. In fact, what the person had written in 

the margin impacted him as much as the 

actual poetry in the book. 

 

There was a name and address in the front of 
that book, which he assumed was the same 
person who had written in the margin. So, he 
decided to write to this person and tell them 
how much their words had impacted him. The 
person - a young lady - wrote back to him and 
a written relationship began to develop. 

 

He was shipped of to Europe for WWII and they continued to correspond over the 
course of the war. During this time of corresponding and, through their words 
and feelings, they fell in love. They had never met  ... but they fell madly in love 
with each other.  

 
As he had never met her, he wrote to her and requested a photo. She wrote back 
saying she wouldn’t send a photo … if their love was true what she looked like 
shouldn’t make any difference. She never sent the picture. 
 
The war ended, the soldier survived and was returning from Europe, so the 
couple planned to meet for the first time. They decided to meet at Grand Central 
Station in New York. They had no idea what each other looked like, but they were 
now in love! He wrote to her and asked how they would know each other. She 
responded and requested that he bring the poetry book so she would know him. 
She told him that she would carry a red rose so he could recognise her. 
 
The day finally came and the soldier waiting excitedly at Grand Central Station to 
meet the girl of his dreams. As he was waiting at the station he looked across and 
saw a girl walking towards him. She was, absolutely, so much more than he could 
have ever imagined … she was wearing a green dress and was walking directly 
towards him. His heart was racing and he was so excited, until he noticed that she 
wasn’t carrying a rose. 

 



At the moment he noticed that she wasn’t carrying a rose, over her shoulder, he 
saw another lady standing there holding a rose. She was not beautiful, she was 
not what he had pictured, she was somewhat frumpy and … his heart sank for 
just a moment.  
 
By that time, the girl in the green 
dress was up to him now and, as she 
walked by, she asked, ‘Going my way 

soldier?’ His heart was torn for a 
moment … the girl in the green dress 
or the girl he had been corresponding 
with for years? Then he realised, he 
had a good friend standing there 
holding the rose. He maybe didn’t 
have the love of his life, but he did 
have a good friend! So he made a 
choice and walked up to the lady 
holding the rose … he introduced 
himself and asked her to dinner. 
 
She said, ‘Son, I don’t know what’s going on, but that girl in the green dress asked 

me to hold this rose. She said that if a man should introduce himself to tell him that 

she is in the restaurant across the street … waiting for him!’ 
 

Do what is right and you will get what you want. 
Sure, that is a beautiful story … but what’s the point? Simple … often in life we so 
desperately want the girl in the green dress, but we won’t get her unless we to do 
what is right and what we know we need to do … that is, be loyal to the girl with 

the rose! Have I totally confused you?    
 

Okay, let me give you a couple of examples. 
You want to look and feel amazing don’t 
you? That’s the girl in the green dress! But it 
won’t happen until you take action; start 
exercising, get uncomfortable, discipline 
yourself to positive thoughts and eat the 
right foods … be loyal to the girl with the 

rose!! You want to be financially successful 
don’t you? The girl in the green dress! But 
unless you work hard, save money, control 
your spending and do extra outside your 
work hours you won’t achieve it ... be loyal 

to the girl with the rose! 

 
Success in any area is neither comfortable nor convenient through the process! 
You know that, don’t you? You are aware of what you need to do to achieve what 
you are currently aspiring to … aren’t you? You know it is not pretty … don’t you? 
But if you want the girl in the green dress (or the man in the green shirt!!) you have 
to do it. You can’t shortcut the process so …fall in love with it! Commit to doing 
what you know you need to do then … the girl in the green dress will be waiting 
for you in the restaurant! 
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