
AAss  yyoouu  ggeett  iinnttoo  tthhee  nneeww  yyeeaarr……  

PPuutt  oonn  yyoouurr  bblliinnkkeerrss!!  
 

 

Happy New Year! 2014 is upon us and 

as we move forward with our dreams, 

goals and plans I urge you to narrow your 

focus to remove the distractions that may 

hamper your efforts to make 2014 the 

year you truly desire it to be. Now is the 

time to put on the blinkers so as not to 

see or hear what other people are doing 

and saying around you. Why? Because 

they may well influence the decisions you 

make and the things that you believe are 

possible for you. Why is it that we often 

base our decisions about what we can and 

cannot do on the actions and opinions of 

others? Well, here is some news for you 

that I want you to burn into your 

subconscious ... what others can or 

cannot do is none of your business! 

 

I recently heard the story of George Dantzig who was an American mathematical 

scientist who made important contributions to operations research, computer 

science, economics, and statistics. His initial and almost unbelievable success 

came through a ‘blinkered’ moment … 

 

As a young college student George Dantzig worked extremely hard in an upper-

level mathematics course …for fear that he would be unable to pass. One night 

he studied into early hours of the next morning before falling asleep at his desk. 

When he woke later that morning he realised that he had over-slept and was late 

for his maths class. He got up in a panic, threw his stuff together and ran out the 

door to get to his class. 

  

As he walked into class late he apologised to his professor who said sarcastically, 

‘nice of you to join us Mr Dantzig.’ George sat down quickly ready to learn … he 

was motivated because he wanted to be a great mathematician. When he looked 

on the board and saw two maths problems which he assumed were homework. 

As he wrote them down he thought to himself, ‘boy, these look tough.’ 

 
After class he headed back to his room to 

start working on the homework problems 

immediately. They were tough! He worked 

hard … he sweated on them through the 

night and he struggled with them through 

the next day & night, with minimal food or 

sleep, until finally he solved both problems.  

 

 

 



He took his completed homework to hand to the professor who wasn’t in his 

office, so George left it on his desk. A few days later George received a phone call 

from a very excited professor, ‘George, you did it … you did it!’ Taken aback by this 

call George said, ‘What did I do?’ The professor replied, ‘George, you solved those 

two problems.’ Still confused, George asked, ‘Do you mean the homework 

problems? Wasn’t I supposed to solve them?’ 

 

The professor now more excited than 

ever said, ‘Those were not homework 

problems – they were examples of 

mathematical problems that had never 

been solved by any mathematician … 

not even Einstein! But George you 

solved them!’ George, now starting to 

get excited as well, said ‘I did?’ ‘Yes you 

did,’ said the professor, ‘how did you 

do it?’ George was silent for a moment 

and then said, ‘well professor, I didn’t 

know I wasn’t supposed to be able to!’ 

 

Ignorance can be bliss!  
The ignorance I am talking about is that of other peoples opinions of what is and 

isn’t possible! Luckily for George he had missed the early part of that class ... so he 

was ignorant of the popular opinion that the two problems were unsolvable. 

Because he didn’t know he ‘couldn’t’ solve the problems, he was able to tap in to 

the full expanses of his creative mind …and come up with an unlikely solution. 

 

When you consider that what you achieve depends on your thinking ... would you 

say that most of the thoughts that take up your thinking space are encouraging, 

positive, creative and uplifting or negative, doubting, fearful and discouraging? I 

would have to say that for most people – and I hope you are an exception to this 

– our thoughts are primarily of a negative nature. Would you agree? Where did 

they come from? In some cases they have come from personal experiences, but in 

most cases they have come from the opinions of other, often well meaning, 

people such as; parents, teachers, friends, collegues and professors! 

 

Accept the past, blinker the present and watch your future fly! 
We can’t change our past. We can’t undo what we have 

done. We can’t go back and make unsaid the words that 

have been spoken to us. We can’t change the emotions we 

have felt and the actions we have taken in response. We 

can, however, accept past experiences as lessons that 

shape our character. We can accept the negative influence 

of others as well meaning but misguided. We can choose 

not to believe what we have previously believed. 

 

Once we have accepted our past, we can then blinker our focus to keep at bay 

the unhelpful & unwanted opinions of others. We can choose very carefully who 

we listen to and - with blissful ignorance of what we are not supposed to be able 

to do - we can tap into the full expanses of our creative minds and solve the 

unsolvable. May 2014 be the year that you do the impossible!  
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