
The phone may get damaged, but… 

Protect your SIM card! 
 
The world is a noisy and distracting 
place. There are things happening all 
around us… some things seem good and 
others seem not-so-good. It’s so easy to 
focus on obvious things that seem 
important, but, in the big picture, really 
are not. No matter what is happening 
outside of you, around you and to you, 
the only thing that really matters is 
what’s happening inside you. There is a 
place inside you that the world, the 
noise and the distractions cannot reach, 
unless you allow it. It’s that place inside, 
you need to protect with all of your 
might. 
 

I was listening to an audio during the week and the speaker was talking about a family holiday 
she was on with her kids and some of their friends. It was a hot summers day and the teenagers 
were out on a lake in a boat. They were having fun and horsing around a little when one of them 
dropped their mobile phone into the lake. The teen that dropped the phone panicked, and, they 
all looked at each other to see who was going to jump in after it. One of them, said, ‘ok, I’ll go!’ 
and jumped into the lake. After several anxious moments, the phone was retrieved from the 
bottom of the lake and brought back to the boat. The phone was wrecked and would no longer 
work, but the SIM card could be retrieved. The SIM card held all the important contacts and 
information in it and could easily be removed from the damaged phone and placed into a new 
and fully functioning one. So what? I hear you saying. Bear with me. 
 
One of my all-time favourite movies is the Shawshank Redemption, and, I think it sits in many 
people’s top ten movies. If you haven’t seen it, I can recommend it wholeheartedly? For your 
benefit, I will give a very basic outline. It’s set in the early to mid 1900’s, and is about a young 
banking executive, Andy Dufrane, wrongly accused of murdering his wife and his wife’s lover. He 
is sentenced to 40 years in the brutal Shawshank Prison, which creates many issues, as I’m sure 
you can imagine. After a few years of his sentence, Andy finally begins to get used to prison life. 
He is a lover of classical music, and, in one scene, he challenges authority by playing operatic 
music on a record player over the PA system for the whole prison to hear. This does not go over 
well with the warden, who orders him to spend two weeks locked up in ‘the hole’ aka dark, dirty 
and smelly solitary confinement.  
 
When he finally gets out and re-joins his fellow inmates for breakfast, they ask him how he 
survived such a long stint in ‘the hole’. He said, ‘It was the easiest time I ever did.’ One of the 
inmates responds, ‘Bullshit. There’s no such thing as easy time in the hole!’ Andy said, ‘I had Mr 
Mozart to keep me company.’ ‘So, they let you tote that record player down, huh?’ Andy looks at 
him and says, ‘In here and in here,’ as he points to his head and his heart and continues, ‘that’s 

 



the beauty of music, they can’t get that. It’s something inside that they can’t get to, that they can’t 
touch. It’s yours.’ Another inmate then says, ‘What are you talking about?’ Andy says, ‘Hope!’ I 
won’t tell you what happens next, you need to watch this wonderful movie to find out. What I 
will tell you is that, you have all the answers to success and happiness inside, on your SIM card! 
 
Your SIM card holds your strength, your hope and your dreams! 
There is only one reason why people overcome great adversity, challenges and obstacles to 
achieve, what many consider, unlikely success. It’s because of the dream, desire and 
determination firmly imprinted on their internal SIM card. These people protect that SIM card 
with their life and it navigates them through stormy seas to arrive safely at port. On the other 
hand, the people who struggle to work through challenges, who make excuses and give up on 
things, do not program nor protect their SIM card. Honestly, it is that simple.  
 
Programming your SIM card means getting; clear about what you want, who you want to 
become, the life you plan to live and a burning desire to achieve it. Protecting your SIM card 
means that; no matter what happens to you, what people say to you or what obstacles you face, 
your deep-down dream and desire is safely protected. Just like Andy Dufrane, it’s hidden so 
deep inside that the negative influences of the outside world can’t get to. It’s yours. 
 
A SIM card can be vulnerable if in the wrong hands or not treated with respect. If you destroy a 
phone SIM card, you will lose all the vital information on your most important device. That’s bad 
news, but not the end of the world. What’s even more vulnerable, more valuable and more 
irreplaceable is your life and your dreams. If you allow your dreams to fall in the wrong hands, be 
abused or treated with disrespect, and, you lose them, it will be a tragedy! Your life is meant to 
be lived with passion, purpose and abundance, and, it’s all programmed on your SIM card. 
Please, protect it with your life! 
 
As a man in his 60’s with very little else to show for his life, Colonel Sanders had a dream etched 
on his SIM card to take his recipe for Southern Fried Chicken to the world. He fiercely protected 
that SIM card and held it deep inside to help him overcome 1009 rejections and 12-months of 
ridicule before he got the break he needed to create the amazing KFC brand we know today. J.K 
Rowling, a single, depressed, broke, mother had to protect her SIM card in a big way. She had a 
dream of being a successful author and changing her life. It was imprinted onto her internal SIM 
card. Many people, particularly publishers, did not share her vision and tried to steal her SIM 
card, but she held onto it with everything she had, and, after more than forty rejections from 
publishers, Harry Potter was released to the world. 
 
What is your deep-down dream? What is etched on your SIM card that will 
move you in the direction of the life you want for yourself? You have 
amazingly unique talents and abilities, all programmed on your SIM. If you 
gain clarity, if you protect that SIM card and if you keep moving, it will lead 
you to the life of your dreams. Along the way you will be tested, you will be 
challenged, and, people and circumstances will try to damage or steal your 
SIM card. Hold on to it tightly, keep it burning deep inside and no matter 
what happens to you, make sure you protect that SIM card! 
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