
Perfection leads to reluctance … 

Passion Creates Abundance! 
 

I’m far from perfect … and proud of it! I’m a 

spontaneous and often illogical action taker. I have 

done many things imperfectly. I have, at times, 

rued my lack of proper preparation. I have learned 

many expensive lessons. Interestingly I’ve never 

regretted any decision to act spontaneously and, in 

every situation, it’s provided me an opprortunity 

to learn, grow and move forward in life. The other 

interesting thing I’ve learned is that when I’ve 

been pushed for perfection … everything has 

fallen apart. 

 
In my 7 year professional football career I was amazed and delighted with what I achieved … 

particularly as I was far from perfect! I was skinny, I was a mamma’s boy and I was one of the 

least naturally talented players at the club. What I did have was a burning desire to be successful 

and a passion that was almost bursting out of my body. It took up all of my thoughts, time and 

focus. I would visualise myself playing at the highest level and could feel the powerful emotions 

of achievement long before it became reality. I was excited, I was determined and I was sold out 

to making it happen … I was passionate and the rest didn’t matter! 

 

In my seven years, I watched many talented footballers arrive at the club and then leave just as 

quickly. It always baffled me as to why they never made it. I would watch them train and 

demonstrate their almost flawless skills. Then I would immediately get nervous … ‘they are so 

much better than me’, I would think, ‘surely my days are numbered.’ Then in the blink of an eye, 

they were gone again … phew!! The more I watched these talented players come and go, the 

more I started to see a common thread and understand why they never made it. They had the 

skill but not the will and lacked the most vital ingredients … passion and desire! 

 

I had been at the club for 5 years and it was my passion and determination - certainly not my 

talent or perfection – which had got me in to the senior team … I was a regular player and loving 

life. In my sixth year at the club a new senior coach was appointed … things changed. This coach 

was a former champion of the club and a more talented footballer I don’t think there has been. 

As a player he was as close to perfection as could be and he expected the same from the players 

he was now coaching.  

 

Players were now expected to be flawless and any mistakes were 

not tolerated. I can’t talk for the other players, I can only talk from 

my personal experience … I allowed it to have a major influence on 

me and my performance. In training drills, any fumbles or mistakes 

were met with abuse and condemnation. I started to fear my turn. I 

started to slow down to avoid mistakes and, as a result, I made 

more mistakes. I think I was a major part of the reason why this 

man had a stroke in his first year of coaching! This push for 

perfection didn’t inspire me, it instilled in me a reluctance to try 

because my efforts were not being rewarded … instead my errors 

were being savagely reprimanded. 

 

 



Choose passion over perfection! 
I’m currently working with countless aspiring authors all of whom have the capacity and ability 

to write amazingly successful books. Can I tell you what stops most of them? The need for 

perfection. They analyse, they read, they re-read, they improve, they modify, they judge and 

then give up based on the incorrect assumption that it needs to be perfect and it’s not. The 

successful authors are the people who are excited and passionate about the impact writing their 

book will have on their lives and the lives of others. They can visualise the life they want to live 

and they can see their book is a vehicle to help achieve it … they are excited and passionate 

about what they are creating. They understand that the first draft will be far from perfect, but 

know they have plenty of time, help and resources to polish it and perfect in due course. Their 

fuel is passion!  

 

What are you currently agonising over at the moment? What are you beating yourself up about 

because you’re not living up to the perfect picture you’ve created? Is this state inspiring you to 

action or is it a chain around your ankle holding you captive from moving forward? Let me take 

some pressure off you right this second … are you ready? You’re not perfect, you never will be 

and that’s okay!! Doesn’t that feel better?  

 

You are not the perfect husband, wife, mother, father, brother or sister – so, don’t try to be … 

get passionate about being the best you can be. You’re not the perfect employee, boss or 

business owner - that’s okay … get passionate about being the best you can be. You’re not a 

perfect author, artist, runner, singer, investor, negotiator, leader, speaker or entrepreneur – the 

good news is, you don’t have you be … get passionate about being the best you can be. 

 

Have you ever made a mistake? Have you ever said the wrong thing? Have you ever you ever put 

something important off? Have you ever made a poor food choice? Have you ever done 

something really embarrassing? Have you ever done something you’ve regretted? Have you ever 

mucked up? Of course you have - of course I have - of course everyone has! The question is … 

did you muck up with passion? 

 

The key to tapping into the power of passion is to develop a compelling vision, beyond the 

process, that burns inside of you. It’s about getting clear about what you want and getting 

excited about and committed to its attainment. You will be passionate about exercise when you 

are excited to look and feel great. You will be passionate about making those uncomfortable 

phone calls when you get fired up about what you can do with the money you’ll earn when 

you’ve set enough appointments and signed up enough clients. You will be passionate about 

writing everyday when you can imagine the feeling of pride, confidence and success when you 

are holding your published book in your hands. 

 

With passion you will take immediate and massive action. With passion you will keep trying … 

no matter the circumstances or what others are saying. With passion you will learn, improve and 

succeed. With passion you will attract the people into your life to will help you find answers you 

don’t currently have. Passion is what you want … perfection is not required. 

 

If I could wave a magic wand and give you anything you wanted … what 

would it be? How would it feel if you achieved it? Is it important enough for 

you to do some work, challenge your beliefs, get a bit uncomfortable and 

stay the race … with passion? Well, I’ve just waved my magic wand and 

granted you the power to achieve your burning desire. You just need to let 

go of the need to be perfect, get into action and make sure the major 

ingredient of everything you do is passion. Do this and success is 

predictable. 
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