
Please don’t live by chance… 

Live by choice! 
 

Would you like to be happy, healthy, successful, wealthy, 

inspired and abundant? That really is a dumb question… I’m sure 

you don’t want to be a miserable, sick, broke and negative loser! 

Do you believe success is possible for you, or are you under the 

impression that it has anything to do with luck? Is it just a 

random luck of the draw as to where you live, how you were 

raised, the school you went to, the abilities you have and your 

chances of success in life? My guess is... if you truly believe that 

luck or chance is involved, then you are probably not living the 

life you truly desire. Things, however, can change for you in a 

heartbeat when you believe that, irrespective of your 

circumstances, you can choose to live an amazing life.     

 

The sad fact is that far too many people believe success is more about chance than it is about 

choice. What do you currently believe? Let’s explore this a little… shall we? Recently, an 

animated video about the famous author of the Harry Potter series, JK Rowling, has gone viral. I 

think at this stage, after only a couple of short weeks, it has been viewed almost eighty-five 

million times. It is an inspiring video that tells the story of how she went from a struggling single 

mother living on welfare and considering suicide to the astronomical success she experienced 

with Harry Potter.  

 

The idea of the video is to inspire people and give them hope that… if they choose success, no 

matter their circumstances, they can make it happen. Because I now help people write books, 

and I talk about JK Rowling all the time, many people have posted this video to my Facebook 

timeline. Last week it sparked an interesting conversation. A wonderful lady I’m working with, 

tagged me on her posting of this video and very quickly she got a comment from one of her ‘fb 

friends’. As it was on my timeline, I got to see the comment and the conversation that followed. 

 

This person’s first comment was, ‘Nice story, but a really bad understanding of probability and 

statistics.’ My friend then responded with, ‘How so?’ And that simple question was all that was 

needed  for this person to launch into a diatribe to prove to the social media world why they will 

always be waiting in futility for success to come and randomly knock on their door. The next 

comment summed it up; 

 

“She succeeded. Compared to how many writers who attempt? It is like spouting a preamble to a 

sad person winning the lottery, a lot more don't.” It was about this time, I decided to add my two 

cents worth and I contributed, “The difference is that winning lottery is chance, becoming a 

successful author is a choice... You're right most won't make the decision.” Well, despite my best 

intention, all this did was open the flood gates for this person to rant and spew forth their 

negative toxins… 



 

“Have you ever tried to become a millionaire writer? Or even a surviving professional one? 

Becoming a success does require you commit to the process, BUT a lot of luck… who you know, 

when you know and topic timing decides which succeed. One hundred authors > one place with an 

agent. One hundred agent clients > one published story. One hundred published stories > One best 

seller. And they are pie in sky figures. But, one does have to be in the game to win, but what a soul 

sapping game for most... I would not encourage a suicidal person to tie their future to being a 

writer or an artist of any sort. Far too cruel.”  

 

But wait, there’s more… and this is the best bit! This person then went on to say, “I be a writer 

too, and have my first professionally published effort coming out in April.” After all that… what 

the!! What would you predict to be the likely outcome for this ‘first professionally published 

effort’? I think we all know the answer to that! 

 

I very quickly private messaged my friend and said, “please don't pay any attention to that guy on 

Facebook. He is one of the multitudes of people who will never achieve anything in life because he 

believes it to do with luck. He will then tell you why you can't do it. Your success is your choice, as 

with JK Rowling... luck has nothing to do with it.” The tragedy for this person is that there is no 

reason why they couldn’t be as successful as JK Rowling, with this first published effort, if… 

they took control like she did, believed as she did and acted the way she did.   

 

Create your own self-fulfilling prophecy! 
It’s a tragedy that this person, who so publicly declared the minuscule odds of becoming a 

successful author, is representative of so many people. They will go on to create a self-fulfilling 

prophecy which will serve as further evidence of and fuel for their argument to the randomness 

of success. Too many people, without even realising it, actually choose mediocrity by choosing 

to believe that it’s all about chance. 

 

This person was telling the truth with one thing they said… it is absolutely true that only a very 

small percentage of people who start out to become a bestselling author will actually achieve it.  

What is horribly wrong is that luck has anything to do with it! The tiny percentage of people who 

succeed, decided to be successful and decided to do whatever it would take to make it happen. 

We can all make that same decision… the sad thing is that most people will choose to quit when 

things get tough or when they listen to and believe ignorant people. They will then justify that 

luck, bad timing, no contacts, not enough publishers and agents or lack of ability was the cause. 

The reason was plain and simple… they chose to give up trying.  

 

Everything is a choice. To succeed is a choice. To give up is a choice. To 

blame others is a choice. To think luck has anything to do with it is a 

choice. To become a best-selling author is a choice. To be lean, fit and 

healthy is a choice. To become a millionaire is a choice. To have a blissful 

relationship is a choice. Whatever you choose will come to pass… it is and 

will always be a self-fulfilling prophecy. So, my message this week is simple 

and strong… live your life by choice NOT by chance! 
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