
Create some urgency, as … 

The door is closing! 
 

Have you ever watched an Indiana Jones or a James Bond 

movie? We all have watched at least one … haven’t we? In 

every one of these movies there is a similar scene. You know 

the one … the door closing and the hero has to get through 

it or under it, before it closes, or they will die. It’s a life or 

death situation and, in every case, they just make it through 

with only seconds and millimetres to spare. They sprint, 

they slide and they make it through to freedom because the 

alternative is not an acceptable option. 2017 is upon us and I 

want to make a suggestion that can help you get the most 

of this new year and hence your life. Treat everyday, every 

decision and every goal as if … the door is closing. 

 

When you imagine a door closing, it’s a simple visual isn’t it? The question is … are you living 

your life knowing that the door is closing and fully aware that once it’s closed, it’s closed. The 

door closed for great singer, song-writer and record-producer George Michael on Christmas Day 

2016. He passed away at the tender age of 53 … he was so young, but he made the most of 

every day. He lived his life as if the door was closing and he slid underneath it time and time and 

time again. 

 

In the years between 1981 and 2016 George Michael sold over 100 million records worldwide. He 

had seven number one hits in the UK and eight in the USA. He was ranked by Billboard Magazine 

as the 40th most successful artist ever … winning more than twenty awards around the world 

including two Grammy awards.  

 

On the same day I heard about the death of George Michael I watched a movie called Greater, 

the story of the short but inspiring life of Brandon Burlsworth. Brandon was an overweight 

child in Arkansas with a dream to play professional football … he had the belief and a work ethic 

that enabled him to do amazing things. After walking-on at the University of Arkansas, and 

against all the odds, he became one of their most valuable players. After only a couple of years, 

he was selected for the 1998 College Football All-American team. Then in 1999, at the age of 22, 

he was drafted by the Indianapolis Colts professional team … his dream came true. Eleven days 

later he was killed in a car crash.  

 

At every moment in his short life, Brandon lived it as if the door 

was closing. He made the most of every second … he chased his 

dream with passion and determination and never wasted one 

second. When the door tragically closed on his life in April 1999, 

and because of what he’d achieved and the people he’d 

impacted, he left a legacy that will live of for many generations 

to come. The Brandon Burlsworth Foundation was created with 

the catch-cry … the season was cut short, but the legacy lives on!  

Greater is an inspiring movie that I encourage you to watch. 

 

 



Start sliding … today! 
It’s a new year. It’s 2017 and you have a blank page to write on … the past is the past, the future 

is ahead of you and the only time you have is now. Have you ever heard … live each day as if it 

were your last? Have ever been told to … make the most of each moment? Well here’s the new 

cliché to add to those … get through the door before it closes! In other words … stop waiting, 

stop hoping, stop wishing, stop procrastinating and create some urgency about doing what you 

need to do to live the life you want to live.  

 

Start today – the first day of the 2017 – and get under or through the first door. What do you 

want 2017 to be like for you? What achievement can see yourself being excited about and proud 

of by December 31, 2017? What can you do today to get the ball rolling? Not tomorrow … the 

door will already be closed. Could you put together a quick plan today … even though you may 

have a hang-over from New Years Eve? Act now … to be on the other side of that door! 

 

In 12 months … it will be January 1, 2018. What can you do in that time to feel accomplished, 

excited, abundant and in control? Could you regain your wellbeing? Could you create an 

alternate income stream to give you and your family some financial security? Could you run that 

marathon or write that book? Could you find or fix that loving relationship you desire? The door 

has already started to close on 2017 … start running today.   

 

In 12 weeks …it will be one third of the way through the year. What can you have set up by 

then? Could you have established a healthy eating and exercising regime? Could you have 

started a savings strategy, an investment portfolio or a new business to create the extra income 

you want? Could you be running regularly and be booked in for a half marathon? Could you have 

finished a first draft of your book? Could you have a new set of healthy relationship habits that 

are starting to give you the connection you want with important people? Get started now as this 

door closing. 

 

In 12 days … you can set up your whole year if you treat it as if the door is closing. Could you 

start to focus on what you’re good at what you’re grateful for? Could you start to develop some 

simple exercise and nutritional habits? Could you start your due diligence on some income 

generating opportunities? Could you get a plan and start your marathon training? Could you 

create a chapter outline and start writing your book … even if only 500 words per day? Could 

you prioritise the time to talk with and/or do something for your partner each day? Don’t waste 

a second … the door is closing! 

 

In 12 hours … you can be well on the way! Could you join a gym, find a trainer or talk to 

someone about your wellness? Could you set up a time to talk to someone about your financial 

situation? Could you register for a marathon later in the year? Could you think about your book 

and start to make notes on what it’s about and why you want to write it? Could you set up a 

date with that someone special? Yes, you could … if you knew the door was closing! 

 

In 12 minutes … you could easily pick up the telephone and call someone to set up an 

appointment to talk and get the process started. You’d do it if the door was 

closing in 12 minutes … wouldn’t you? 

 

In 12 seconds … you can make a decision to have a different year in 2017. 12 

seconds is all you need to … decide, sprint, slide and get yourself through 

the closing door and into an exciting new year. For your sake; your health, 

your financial position, your relationships and your passions … create some 

urgency NOW. The door is absolutely closing! Have an amazing 2017. 

January 1, 2017 

 


