
TToo  ggeett  aannyytthhiinngg  yyoouu  wwaanntt,,  ssiimmppllyy  ……  

AAAAAAAAsssssssskkkkkkkk        tttttttthhhhhhhheeeeeeee        qqqqqqqquuuuuuuueeeeeeeessssssssttttttttiiiiiiiioooooooonnnnnnnn!!!!!!!!        
  

Questions are incredibly powerful – more powerful 

that you probably believe… 

A father and son went fishing one day. While they 

were out on the water, the boy suddenly became 

curious about things in general and started asking all 

sorts of questions. He asked his father, "Why does 

the boat float?” The father replied, "Don't rightly 

know son." A little later, the boy looked at his father 

and asked, "How do fish breathe underwater?" Once 

again the father replied, "Don't rightly know son." A 

little later the boy asked his father, "Why is the sky 

blue?” Again, the father replied, "Don't rightly know 

son." Finally, the boy asked his father, "Dad, do you 

mind my asking you all of these questions?" The 

father replied, "Of course not son, if you don't ask 

questions, you never learn nothin'." 

 

A cute joke with a simple but profound significance … if you don’t ask you will 
never learn! But there is much more to it than that … if you don’t ask you will 
never get! But even more … if you don’t ask you will never even look for 
possibilities! What I want to encourage you to do as a result of reading this article 
is get good or better at, not just asking questions, but asking the right questions. 
Ask of yourself and of others and you shall receive! Ask and watch your life soar! 

 

Ask to learn what you need … 
If you are anything like I was, you have 
an ego! Not a good character trait to 
have if learning is your goal. I 
remember at school I didn’t want to 
ever ask questions if I wasn’t 
understanding something because of 
the fear of looking stupid in front of the 
other kids … dumb! That continued  
into my college days and even into my first job and business. I slap myself now 
because I wonder what wisdom I missed because I was too chicken, too proud or 
too stupid to ask for help – all because I was worried about what others thought.  
 
Now I know what others think about me … not much at all! They are thinking 
about themselves and what others think of them – which is the same as what 
they thought about me … not much at all!!! What I understand now is that you 
and I will get enormous respect, knowledge and wisdom by asking questions to 
help us understand. It was Henry Ford who said; “Anyone who stops learning is 

old, whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays young.”   

 

 



Ask to get what you want … 
Many people don’t get what they want for the most basic and obvious of reasons 
… they just don’t ask. There are single people out there who could be in loving 
relationships, but they never asked that person out on a date. There are sales 
people all over the world who are struggling and wondering what the secret to 
success in sales really is – yet most of them fail to simply ask for the sale.  
 

What is incredibly surprising and exciting is that when 
you ask, many people will actually say ‘yes’! You don’t 
even need to beg! Just ask the question and you will get 
a ‘yes’! You will get that date, you will get that sale, you 
will get that promotion and you will get whatever you 
ask for. If, by chance, you ask and don’t get a ‘yes’ - big 
deal! Keep asking, just like children do … “Can I have an 

ice-cream?”, “no” - “Can I have an ice-cream?”, “NO!” -

“Can I have an ice-cream?”, “Not now” - “Can I have an ice-

cream?”, “maybe later” - “Can I have an ice-cream?”, “in a 

minute” - “Can I have an ice-cream?”, “Oh, all right, just 

stop asking!!” If you get a definite ‘NO’ then ask the next 
person, then the next and the next. The law of averages 
will always work for you if you just keep asking! 

 

Ask to find a way to do the impossible … 
Things are only impossible if we say and believe that they are. How many times 
have you said yourself ‘it’s too hard, it can’t be done’? What would happen if you 
asked yourself, ‘how could it be done?’ That question followed by some time to 
reflect and then positive action will open up a whole new world of possibilities. 
 
When champion Australian 1500m swimmer, Kieren 
Perkins, began his rise to the top in the event, 
breaking the 15 minute barrier was considered by 
most as impossible. Leading up to the 1990 
Commonwealth Games, Perkins asked himself and 
his coaches, “What do I need to do to swim 1500m in 

under 15 minutes?” As they began to answer the 
question and break down the task, it went from 
impossible to possible. “How can I get faster?” he 
asked himself. With the answers and application to 
his training the goal went from possible to 
probable. He continued to ask himself the right 
questions and as he stood on the blocks in the 
1500m final at those Games he was certain it could 
be done. He went on to swim a time of 14:58.08! 
 

Your challenge this week, should you choose to accept is to ask just three 

questions. (1) Ask one question to learn something you don’t know that will help 
move you forward in your life. (2) Ask one question to get something you want 
that will move you forward in your life. (3) Ask one question to open yourself to 

the possibility of something you have always considered too hard or impossible. 
Ask the questions and you shall have an amazing week. 

 

October 14, 2012 
 

 


